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Join the LWV— where men

and women like yourself are

actively engaged in making

change happen on the local,

state and national level!

FOR 90 years the League of

Women Voters has been

respected as the one of the

leading organizations with

IMPACT across the United States.

Nationally respected, locally

engaged, our volunteers work on a

non partisan basis to understand

issues and encourage informed and

active participation by our nation's

citizens.

 Making Second 
  Chances Work

April 16, 2011
 Speakers: Charlotte Crane, Journalist     
    and Connie Bookman, Executive          
       Director, Pathways for Change

   Tryon Branch Library, Langley Ave.
    Coffee 9:00 am - Program 9:30 am

T
he presentation entitled "Out of Desperation, Perhaps Change" by Charlotte
Crane, former business editor of the Pensacola News Journal and “A
Strategic Plan That Stops the Cycle of Release and Re-Arrest” by Connie
Bookman, Executive Director of Pathways for  Change, provide background

information in the local study of rehabilitation programs for inmates.
Since 2003, Charlotte Crane has written for Florida Trend magazine, covering

20 Northwest Florida counties, from Escambia through Madison and Dixie.
Charlotte has both bachelor and master degrees in journalism from the University
of Wisconsin.  She volunteers for local organizations, including Unite Escambia's
Poverty Solutions Team and the Employment subcommittee of Pathways for
Change. The subject of her talk - the longtime squandering of resources, both
human and economic, resulting from our country's inappropriate and misguided
prison system - has long been a topic of interest to her, in great part out of concern
for the many families affected by injustice and, as a result, the cost and turmoil
inflicted on all of society.  

Connie Bookman LCSW, founder and Executive Director of Pathways for
Change (PFC) entitles her presentation “A Strategic Plan That Stops the Cycle of
Release and Re-Arrest”.  “Pathways for Change (PFC) is a jail-based addiction
treatment program option for criminal offenders which judges, prosecutors, public
defenders and attorneys may use as an alternative to traditional sentencing. Less
expensive and more successful than traditional sentencing, PFC boasts a success
rate of 80% as compared to 43% for those who complete their sentence under
traditional guidelines.  This 18-month, court- ordered, prisoner re-entry program
emphasizes mental health counseling, case management and vocational and
educational training. Connie earned a MA in social work and formerly worked as
a Medical Social Worker at Baptist Health Care. She also previously served as the
Executive Director at The Christian Counseling Center at the Sheriff’s office. 

Annual Meeting   May 7, 2011
New World Landing 

Luncheon Speaker: Riki Ott, Phd. "Changing the

Endgame:  the Real Gulf Story and America's

Consequences of our Oil Addiction."  

( See details on page 7)
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http://www.lwvpba.org
mailto:lwvpba@Gmail.com
http://www.lwvfla.org
http://www.lwv.org
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President’s Message

G
reetings Everybody,

W i t h  o u r  r e c e n t
meetings on septic tank

issues and a local domestic
violence update, we've covered
a range of timely community
issues. 

This month, we'll get into
prison reform with guest
presenters Charlotte Crane, a
League member, and social
worker, Connie Bookman. Governor Scott has recently
discussed  prison funding through privatization and has also
mentioned  reinforcing reform efforts to reduce recidivism.
Needless to say, it is better for our community, and Florida
as a whole, to turn convicts into productive citizens,  and
we're looking forward to hearing the latest news on those
efforts.

On the League front, you'll find Annual Meeting
information published in this issue.  Inside you'll find
proposed changes to our bylaws, along with budget and
program details.  We'll vote on those topics at the May 7
Annual Meeting, so please take a couple of minutes to
familiarize yourself with them before hand..  Many thanks
to all the dedicated members of our budget, bylaws and
nominating committees for the hard work they put into
getting this information ready for May.

I do want to thank everybody once again for supporting
our League's recent advocacy efforts to preserve public
beach access at Navarre Beach.  As you surely know,
Escambia and Santa Rosa are once again working through
U. S. Congress to obtain title ownership of Santa Rosa
Island beach land.  Escambia signed off on bill verbiage
that would preserve existing public access areas, but several
Santa Rosa Commissioners tried to change that County's
portion at the last minute.  Thanks to a strong League voice
in the process, many concerned citizens wrote, called and
attended the public meeting to make their dissatisfaction
known.  As of now, the language is back to the original
public access version, but we'll be keeping a close eye on it
as it travels through Congress.

Next month's Annual Meeting gives you, our members,
a chance to get together & socialize, along with conducting
our necessary League business.  We're pleased to have
nationally prominent marine biologist, Dr. Riki Ott, as our
guest speaker, thanks to the efforts of Board member Mary
Bishop.

Dr. Ott authored the book "Sound Truth and Corporate
Myth$:  The Legacy of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill".  Her
topic will be "Changing the Endgame:  the Real Gulf Story
and America's Consequences of our Oil Addiction”.  She
will share her views on the BP oil spill in the Gulf and then
place the story within the larger perspective of America's
energy future and the consequences of our oil addiction,
including privatization, globalization, militarization, the

climate crisis and corporate personhood. 
The meeting, followed by lunch, will be held at New

World Landing on May 7 at 10:00 am.  Cost is $17. 
Make checks payable to LWVPBA and send to P.O. Box
2023, Pensacola, FL 32513.  Cancellation after May 4 is
not refundable.  For more information, call 937-7769.

Hope to see you there!
Deborah, 449-1746

The Future of Florida

T
he Future of Florida was the theme of the
League of Women Voters of Florida's
Legislative Seminar and Convention in
Tallahassee this past week, as members from

across the state convened in the state capital to hear from
legislators and newly appointed secretaries and to
celebrate the contributions of elected women across the
state.

Local League members Lynn Crear and Claudia
Brown-Curry participated.
 League members learned about state policy issues,
focusing on government ethics, citizens' right to petition,
campaign financing, health care, public education and
growth management. Speakers included the new
Department of Community Affairs secretary, Billy
Buzzett, who discussed new directions for the DCA; Sen.
Mike Fasano, who focused on his hard-hitting bill to
improve ethics and accountability; and Rep. Will
Weatherford, head of the House Appropriations
Committee, who spoke about the Legislature's effort to
draw the new political district lines. 
 League members and guests also heard from Sen.
Evelyn Lynn, who urged young women to run for office;
Grace Nelson, the wife of U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson, who
shared stories from around the state and world on opening
lines of communication and the need for civic
engagement; and Elisabeth MacNamara, League of
Women Voters of the United States president, who
focused on ensuring that American citizens' right to cast
their vote remains clear and open to all.
 LWVF president Deirdre Macnab urged members to
reach out to their community and encourage civil, active
and informed participation, with a special challenge to
Florida's youth.  

"There is no time to waste for our younger citizens,"
Macnab said. "They must quickly gain the skills to
become an active part of the solution. Learning public
speaking and how to run civil, effective and professional
meetings will be a League priority as we seek to get
tomorrow's leaders trained."
 In addition to the Pensacola Area League, the Florida
League has 29 active chapters across the state and is
seeing an active resurgence of interest in their non-
partisan, inclusive and civil approach to public policy and
politics. The League invites all interested in learning
more to visit their website at www.TheFloridaVoter.org. 

   President Deborah Nelson

http://www.TheFloridaVoter.org
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Domestic Violence Fatality Review
Team Report

Andrea Walker, 723-2112

P
rofessor Kimberly M. Tatum and Dr. Richard Hough
of the Escambia County Domestic Violence Coalition
were speakers at the League's March meeting. The
local coalition was formed in 2005 to   address

agency responses to domestic violence crimes through
cooperation and communication among local agencies.  
Goals of the Coalition are; practitioner training (for all
agencies); awareness and recognition events; policy
reviews and a Domestic Violence Fatality Review Team.

The DV Coalition discusses issues, identifies
weaknesses in responses within the system and shares
information. One objective is to bring together as many
local shareholders as possible, including representatives of
law enforcement, elected officials, health care workers,
social workers, medical examiners, schools, military,
judicial system, DCF, UWF, DJJ, Probation, Favor House
and others.

Community issues related to domestic violence include:
! medical costs  (1/4 of emergency room visits are DV

related); 
! police resources (approximately 25 % spent on DV);  
! intergenerational  violence within families;   
! attendant costs (lost work).

A 2002 national report indicated that 29 percent of
women in the U.S. have experienced intimate partner
violence. Since that time the percentage has declined;
however 11 percent of all homicides in the nation are the
result of domestic violence.   In 2005, the Escambia County
average for fatalities was almost 50 percent; three years
later the number of deaths had dropped to 30 percent.
Despite this decline, Escambia County has more domestic
violence fatalities than the national average.

Both Tatum and Hough are members of the Coalition's

Fatality Review Team (FRT), whose purpose is to learn
how to prevent domestic violence by intervening early
and improving the response of an individual agency and
the system to domestic violence.  
Guiding principles of the FRT follow:
! participation by leading agencies working with DV

victims or perpetrators
! focus agency and perpetrator accountability with "no

shame, no blame" attitude
! look at events leading up to the homicide for policy

gaps
! review the 20-year history of the family
! improve safety for victims through agency

coordination
! maintain confidentiality of information.

The FRT selected four local cases for review.  Each had
a long history of domestic violence and "red flags" were
identified in each case.  Recently the team presented its
findings to representatives of the State Attorney's office,
the judiciary and representatives of local law
enforcement. 

The following General Recommendations were made:
• designate a contact at each agency; 
• increase use of victim advocates;
• continue coordination among agencies.

Law Enforcement Recommendations: 
• in-service  training for officers and supervisors
• a written report for the record even if no arrest (major

problem here)
• a report to DCF  in cases where children are present 
• a list of children as witnesses in DV cases
•  increased training for dispatch and communication

personnel
•  priority status for domestic violence warrants and

injunctions.

State Attorney Recommendations:
• prosecutor to attend initial court appearance;
• guidelines for consistency and processing;
• consultation with  the victim advocate; training for

prosecutors promoted from misdemeanor to felony;
• consultation with DV prosecutor during charging

decisions in murder cases.

Judicial Branch Recommendations:
• attend DV coalition meetings; 
• specific training for judges who practice civil and

family law;
• establish a DV court in Escambia County.  (Santa

Rosa County has a DV court.);
• impose DV counseling instead of anger management;
• aggressive misdemeanor intervention, focus on

abusers instead of victims and eliminate
victim-blaming policies. 

Continued on page 4... Fatality Review Team..

Muriel Wagner (l) talks with Kimberly Tatum and
Richard Hough at the March meeting.
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Continued from page 3.  Fatality Review Team...

The lead researcher of domestic violence in the United
States is Neil Websdale, PhD, Professor of Criminology
and Criminal Justice at Northern Arizona University. In his
work, Websdale has focused on collaboration and education
in attempting to mitigate the negative effects of domestic
violence.  
According to Dr. Websdale, a number of red flags exist.
This constellation of factors include:
! Prior history- this should be taken seriously.
! Estrangement, separation and attempt at separation -

when the victim is in the process of leaving, she is in
the most danger. (Favor House tells victim to have a
plan before leaving.) 

! Obsessive, possessive, morbid jealousy, suicidal
ideations and stalking are warnings.

! Prior police contact is always present.
! Specific detailed threats to kill should be taken

seriously.
! The perpetrator is familiar with the use of violence and

will have a prior history of general violence such as bar
fights.

! Alcohol and drug use are not always factors.
Restraining orders are not a panacea of protection but
can help.

While the widespread incidence of domestic violence
is disturbing, it is encouraging that the Domestic Violence
Coalition is committed to improving the responses of local
agencies through coordination and cooperation to reduce
domestic violence and deaths in our county.   

Guide to Elected Officials

T
he Guide to Elected Officials is being updated
following last year's elections. Once again, funding
for publication has been received from the Kerrigan
Law Firm. Our League greatly appreciates this

financial support so that citizens can more easily contact
elected officials at all levels of our government.

The Guides should be available for distribution within
a few weeks. 

Responding to the Financial Crisis
Great Decisions April19, 10:00 am

Leader: Dr. Don Freeman
 

A
s an immediate response to the financial crisis of
2007–08, governments around the world stepped in
to bail out troubled private banks deemed “too big
to fail,” underscoring the interdependence between

private and public finances. With the recent eurozone crisis,
what have we learned so far and is it possible to ensure that
future crises will not occur?

The members of the League of Women

Voters of the Pensacola Bay Area extend

sincere condolences to the family of League

memberJeanne Beauregard.

Calendar

April 
5 Tuesday, 5:30 pm Board

Meeting at new Tryon Branch Public Library, 1200
Langley Ave.

19 Tuesday, 10 am International Relations
Committee, Azalea Trace Auditorium; Dr. Don
Freeman, Responding to the Financial Crisis. 
For further information, contact Gene Feicht at 479-
3352 or gf1@students.uwf.edu

23 Saturday, 10 am -5 pm Earth Day, Bayview Park
26 Tuesday, 5:30 pm Natural Resource Committee to

meet at the downtown library conference room
(Gregory and Spring Street).  Contact Ellen Roston,
453-0730

May
3 Tuesday, 5:30 pm Board Meeting at new Tryon

Branch Public Library, 1200 Langley Ave.
7 Saturday, Registration 9:45, Annual Meeting 10: am 

Luncheon 11:30 am.  Speaker: Dr. Riki Ott, See page 
7 for details.

24 Tuesday, 10 am International Relations
Committee, Azalea Trace Auditorium.  For further
information, contact Gene Feicht at 479-3352 or
gf1@students.uwf.edu

Susan B. Anthony Member
Deborah Nelson

General Meeting
Saturday, April 16, 2011 

Coffee 9:00 am - Program 9:30 am
Prison and/or Rehabilitation

Speakers: Charlotte Crane, journalist and
Connie Bookman, executive director,

 Pathways for Change  

  New Tryon Branch Library, 1200 Langley Ave.

mailto:gf1@students.uwf.edu
mailto:gf1@students.uwf.edu
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League of Women Voters of the
Pensacola Bay Area

2011-2012 Proposed Bylaws Changes

These proposed bylaws changes were recommended by the
board and are presented for consideration by the
membership.  Proposed deletions are shown by [red italics
in Brackets] and additions are shown by blue underlines. 
Approval of bylaws changes requires a two-thirds vote.

ARTICLE V BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Section 7.  Executive committee. The officers of LWVPBA
(president/co-presidents, vice-presidents, secretary and
treasurer) are designated as the Executive Committee and
shall exercise such power and authority as may be needed
in emergency situations.  All actions of the Executive
Committee shall be reported for recording purposes in the
Minutes at the next regular Board meeting.  

Rationale: The Executive committee has been a part of the
Standing Rules of Procedure but it is
appropriate to make this a part of the bylaws.

Section 8.  E-mail Voting.  E-mail voting shall be limited to
decisions that must be made prior to the next regularly
scheduled board meeting using the following procedure: 

a) The President will provide sufficient background
information to Board members to enable them to
cast an informed vote;

b) the first member who moves a proposal shall be
deemed the maker of the motion and the first
member who seconds shall be deemed to have
seconded the proposal;

c) Board members must send their electronic yea or
nay vote to all Board members;

d) a majority of the Board must vote affirmatively for
the proposal to be approved;

e) Board members who do not have access to e-mail
must be polled by telephone or in person and
timely provided with the same background
information provided by e-mail;

f) the motion and vote shall be reported for recording
purposes in the minutes at the next Board meeting. 

Rationale: With the expansion of electronic options for
decision-making, this option will allow the
board to make timely decisions as appropriate.

Article VI FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION
Section 2. Dues.

c) Susan B. Anthony membership.  A member who
donates $100 or more in a given year, in addition to
annual dues, shall be designated a Susan B.
Anthony member for that year. Household
members who donate $100 or more, either
separately or in total, in addition to annual dues,

shall be designated Susan B. Anthony members
for that year.

Rationale: The Susan B. Anthony Membership category
recognizes financial contributions beyond
the regular dues to carry on the work of the
League.

Section 6.   Financial Records.  The Treasurer's books
shall be [audited or] reviewed annually by a committee
appointed by the President.

Rationale: The word audit implies a legal requirement
for examinations of the financial records. 
The League appoints members to examine
the financial records to verify the accuracy
of the fiscal year.

Article VIII NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS
Section 3.  Elections.  At the Annual Meeting [E]election
shall be conducted by secret ballot for any contested
office or slate or by voice vote for any uncontested office
or slate.  A majority vote of those qualified to vote and
voting shall constitute an election.  Absentee or proxy
voting shall not be permitted.

Rationale: These changes are proposed to more clearly
define the time frame and correct a
grammatical error.

Article IX PROGRAM
e) In the case of changed conditions during the

current League year, modifications to the
Program may be made, provided that the
proposed modifications are sent to all members
at least two weeks prior to the general
membership meeting at which the modifications
are [adopted] to be considered for adoption. 

Rationale: League has a regular procedure for adoption
of Program.  This clause clarifies a time
frame to address an unforeseen event which
necessitates changing a local Program item. 

The membership will determine whether or
not to adopt a change in Program.

Respectfully submitted by: Janet deLorge, chair,
Myra Simmons and Paula Montgomery

Dues are payable at the Annual Meeting. 

Individual dues are $55 plus $27.50 for each

additional household member (2 for $82.50)

Student dues are $27.50. Please mail your

check to League of Women Voter, P.O. Box

2023, Pensacola, FL 32513. 
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Proposed Budget 2011-2012

Receipts 2010-2011 2011-2012
  Dues $6,545 $5,600
  Member Contribution 1,464 800
  Non-member Contributions 0 0
  Fundraiser 230 50
  Publications 400 400
  Annual Meeting   900 1,200
  Miscellaneous Income 50 0 
  Interest Income 34 20
  Guide to Elected Officials 800 0
  Grants 447 900
  Workshops/Forums 0 0
  From Reserves 0 0

Total Income $10,870 $8,970

Disbursements:
Operational Costs
  Supplies $25 $50
  Postage 25 25
  PO Box Rental 50 45
  Insurance/Filings/Solicitation 430 430
  Meeting Room Fees 50 50
  Miscellaneous 0 17

Board and Administration
  President Expenses 25 25
  Board Expenses 25 25
  Annual Meeting   900 1,200
  Membership Services 350 300

Delegate Travel/Affiliation
  Convention/Council (State) 500   300
  US Convention 700 0
  Legislative Seminar 400 300

Financial Support of League
  State PMP 1,785 1,673
  National PMP 3,475 3,345
  Lobby Fund Drive 400 400

Voter
  Printing and Mailing 400 120
  Postage 0 65

Program
  Publications 400 400
  Voter Service 0 0
  Guide to Elected Officials 800 0
  Committee 30 50
  Study Material 0 0
  Action 0 50
  Website 100 100
  Workshop/Forum 0 0

Total Expenditures $10,870 $8,970

Submitted by the Budget Committee: Fay Walker,
Chair, Ellen Roston, Courtney Winstead, Vivian
Faircloth, Marilyn Badessa, ex officio.

LWV Pensacola Bay Area
Proposed Slate of Officers
&Directors for 2011-2012

Officers:
Co-Presidents: Rosemary Hays-Thomas 2011-2012

 Paula Montgomery 2011-2012
1st Vice Pres: TBA 2011-2012
2nd Vice Pres: Janet deLorge    2011-2013
Treasurer: Marilyn Badessa  2011-2013

 
Directors 2011-2013

Claudia Brown-Curry 2011-2013
Ellen Roston 2011-2013
Carol Pulley 2011-2013

 
2012 Nominating Committee

Charlotte Schipman, Chair
Deborah Nelson
Andrea Walker

Submitted by the 2011 Nominating Committee:
Ina Freeman, Chair
Charlotte Schipman, Miriam Jennings, Vivian
Faircloth and Carolyn Kolb

Returning Officer:
Secretary: Haley Richards   2010-2012

Returning Directors:
Sharon Barnett 2010-2012
Vivian Faircloth    2010-2012
Carolyn Kolb 2010-2012

 

Proposed Local Program 

2010-2011

The Recommended Local Program items for study
and/or action are:

1.  Continue to review and update the Solid Waste and
Garbage collection positions.

2.  Continue to review and update Port of Pensacola
positions.

3.  Study the expansion of local rehabilitation
programs for inmates. 

Sign up for Action Alerts
at www.lwv.org and www.lwvfla.org

http://www.lwv.org
gopher://
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   Annual Meeting
Luncheon Speaker

      Dr. Riki Ott

 May 7, 2011
        11:30 AM

The League of Women Voters
of the Pensacola Bay Area
invites the public to attend its
luncheon on May 7 to hear

Riki Ott, author of the book "Sound Truth and Corporate
Myth$:  The Legacy of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill".  Her
topic will be "Changing the Endgame:  the Real Gulf Story
and America's Consequences of our Oil Addiction."  

Riki Ott, PhD, is a community activist and has a
degree in marine toxicology with a specialty in oil
pollution.  She experienced first hand the devastating
effects of the Exxon Valdez oil spill.  She lives in
Cordova, Alaska.

Dr, Ott will share her views on the BP oil spill in the
Gulf and then place the story within the larger perspective
of America's energy future and the consequences of our oil
addiction, including privatization, globalization,
militarization, the climate crisis and corporate personhood. 
Dr. Ott will share the practical remedies from people who
are creating self-reliant, sustainable communities.

Fundraising for the League

Y
our purchases at Office
Depot can earn rebates for
the League. At the time of
purchase, provide either

Susan Metzger’s phone number,
932-4039, or  our Advantage
Account number, 1135001442. Each
purchase of ink cartridges, paper,
copying etc. benefits the League.  If you forget to have the
purchase credited at the time of purchase, just give your
receipt to Susan and she will be able to apply your purchase
to our rewards account.

The League is still recycling unused cell phones. 
Retired or inactive cell phones are sent to be refurbished
and used for emergency contacts throughout the United
States. Please continue to bring phones to our General
Meeting or call Susan Metzger, 932-4039, for a pick-up.

  

Earth Day Pensacola 2011
Saturday, April 23rd, 10am - 5pm

Bayview Park - East Hill

Annual Meeting
     New World Landing

Saturday, May 7, 2011
Registration: 9:45 am h Business Meeting 10:00 am

Luncheon Speaker: Dr. Riki Ott
 "Changing the Endgame:  the Real Gulf Story

 and America's Consequences of our Oil Addiction."  

Buffet: @   $17      ______
Individual dues: $55      ______
Additional member: $27.50 ______
Contribution: $          ______

My separate contribution to the Education Fund $    _____
( Tax deductible contributions require a separate check written to LWVF Ed Fund and sent to the treasurer.)

Name of Guest: ___________________________________________________
Make your reservations by May 4  by sending your check to LWVPBA, P.O. Box 2023, Pensacola FL 32512.th

Cancellations after May 4th are non-refundable.  For further information about reservations call 937-7769

            Dr. Riki Ott
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Excerpts April 1, 2011 Capital Reports:

Filed by: Ben Wilcox, LWVF 
Governmental Consultant

# A theme of both budget plans is privatization.....
#  Both budgets make deep cuts in health and human

services programs....
# TABOR would place a formula to limit revenue growth

in Florida in the state Constitution. The formula is
based on the rate of inflation and population growth. In
Colorado, the only state that has tried TABOR, the
results were disastrous. It forced drastic cuts to
education, health, public safety and infrastructure.
Contact your Representative: vote NO on Senate Joint
Resolution 958!

# “The Community Planning Act,” would virtually
eliminate state growth management oversight for cities
and counties, deregulate developers and make it harder
for citizens to go to court to block local growth
decisions. Urge a NO vote on House Bill 7129.

# House Governmental Operation subcommittee on
Friday took up and approved an election overhaul bill
which brings back many of the same restrictions on 3rd
Party Voter Registration groups that the League
successfully challenged in federal court in 2006
through 2009. Urge the members of the State Affairs
Committee to vote “No” on House Bill 1355.

To participate in the League Lobby Corp, please contact
Marilynn Wills (marilynnwills@msn.com) or Rebecca

Sager (rsager@music.org)

It’s easy!  Just send your check to:
League of Women Voters, P O Box 2023, 
Pensacola FL, 32513

$55 Individual membership 
$27.50 each additional household member
$27.50 student membership
Here’s my extra contribution to the League $ ____

My separate contribution to the Education Fund 
     $____

( Tax deductible contributions require a separate check written
to LWVF Ed Fund and sent to the treasurer.)

� I’m renewing my membership

Name(s) ________________________________

Address ________________________________

Home Phone ________ Business Phone _______

Email Address ___________________________

League of Women Voters
 of the Pensacola Bay Area
P.O. Box 2023
Pensacola, FL 32513

mailto:marilynnwills@msn.com
mailto:rsager@music.org

